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HOW I ATE MY WAY ACROSS GERMANY IN 1946 
 
 
 
 

Excerpts from the Diary of John Creery during WWII 
19 November 1945 – 24 July 1946 

 
 
 
 
November 19, 1945 – Kissed Al goodbye at Nyack, N.Y. and wondered how long it would be 
before I saw her again.  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
John E. Creery on the left and Alice Louise 
Creery on the right 
 

 
November 22, 1945  - Left Camp Shanks, N.Y. for the boat and arrived at the boat and 
received coffee and donuts from the Red Cross.  Boarded the boat.  U.S.S. Argentina and 
was put in compartment 3B.  Layed over in N.Y. one night while they took off all married 
men with three children. 
 

 
S.S. Argentina 
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November 22, 1945  - New York – Sailed from New York harbor aboard the SS. 
Argentina, at about 9 A.M.  Got my first and last look for a while at the Statue of Liberty. 
 
November 30, 1945  - Le Harve – Landed at Le Harve, France.  Loaded into trucks and 
went to Camp Pall Mall at Etretat, France.  Engard and I met a fellow who took us to their 
Non-Com club where we had a few beers and very good French fries.  Stayed overnight in a 
very cold house and practically tore the place down getting wood for the stove.  
 
December 1, 1945  - Left Etretat France aboard the one and only 40 & 8 box cars in the 
afternoon.  Went to the dispensary there and got some pills for my back trouble but they 
didn’t do a bit of good. 
 
December 4, 1945  - Arrived at Marburg, Germany and was glad to be there after 3 days 
and 3 nights in a box car eating K rations.  Slept on the bottom bunk with Engard above  
and Chadduck to my left.  Learned to play hearts and 500 and spent most of the time that 
way. 
 
December 11, 1945  - Left Marburg, Germany again in 40 & 8 box cars.  Expected to be 
riding for several days but were fooled.  Didn’t know where we were going we were on our 
way. 
 
December 12, 1945  - Arrived at Mosbach, Germany and was very much surprised to learn 
that our trip was already over.  Loaded in trucks and were taken just outside of town to 
what once was a DP camp.  Slept on army cots with overcoats for blankets and were all 
plenty cold.  Expected to stay there for several days but again we were mistaken. 
 
December 13, 1945  - had a formation and were then broken down into groups and sent to 
our regular outfits.  Loaded on trucks and arrived at Tauberbischofsheim, Germany about 
noon.  Went to the mess hall and were already to eat a good hot meal but were taken out 
again and fed C rations.  After that we were each interviewed and I was assigned to 
Squadron Maintenance as a peep (jeep) driver for the Motor Officer.  Lt. Moon and Lt. 
Hoberg. 
 
 
January 2, 1946  - Tauberbischofsheim - First pay in the ETO.  Was flat broke for 
hadn't been paid in two months. 
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The Town from John’s Window 

 

 
Creery and a Peep 

 
January 5, 1946 - Wurzburg - Cradduck and I both went to the hospital together.  He 
stayed for an appendectomy and I stayed for observation.  Expected to only be there a 
few days but spent almost a month there. 
 

  Cradduck 
 
January 12, 1946 – Frantz Blum Birthday (Brother-in-law) 
 
January 28, 1946 - Wurzburg - Almost got out of the hospital but a Greear went instead. 
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February 2, 1946 - Wurzburg - Finally discharged from the hospital. 
 
February 18, 1946 – Mother’s Birthday (Margaret Jane Creery) 
 
February 19, 1946 - Went back to the hospital for my last treatment.  (Siatic nerve 
problem that plagued him for years.) 
 
March 2, 1946 - Tamber - Worked in the parts room all morning and then spent all of the 
afternoon getting in a supply of wood.  Cradduck left for C.C.A. today so am going to move 
the furniture around.  Went down to the club, had two ice creams, a few whisky and cokes 
and then back to the room and in bed about 11:00 o'clock. 
 
March 3, 1946 - Tamber - Slept till 10:30 this A.M. then got up and read till noon chow.  
Moved the furniture around this afternoon and really have a nice room now.  Went on 
guard at 5 P.M. and got off about 7:20 P.M.  Went down to the club, had some ice cream 
and then went upstairs and drank a few beers.  Came back to the room at 10:00 o'clock and 
then fooled around till 11:00 o'clock when I went back on guard again. 
 
March 4, 1946 - Tamber - On guard from 5 A.M. to 7 A.M. and then slept till 10:30 A.M.  
Went back again at 11 and stayed till 1 P.M. and then was finished for the day.  Took a roll 
of film down to be developed and am supposed to get them at the end of the week.  Went 
down to the club, had the usual and then back to the room and in bed again. 
 

 
The Shop 

 
March 5, 1946 - Tamber - Received a box from Al with this diary and my watch, carton of 
cigs, socks, razor blades, and alk-aids in it.  Spent the day, a rainy one, in the parts room.  
The fellows at school were called back today for there are very strong rumors that we are 
leaving here the 8th or 9th.  Back and legs are raising hell again.  Went to the club, had 
the usual, back at 10 o'clock, wrote Al and so to bed. 
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March 6, 1946 - Tamber - Up at 6:30 A.M., eggs for breakfast at 7:00 A.M.  Worked in 
the parts room packing up and getting ready to move.  After supper Holetic said to pack up 
we're moving tomorrow.  Packed up, went down to the club, came back and wrote Al and 
then went to bed.  Cyst filled up and pretty sore.  Back and legs still raising hell. 
 
March 7, 1946 - Tamber - Got up at 6:30 A.M. Made up my bed roll and finished packing.  
Had to take mess kit to chow all day as the kitchen was all packed too.  Was ready to go 
and get the parts truck at 8:15 when Sgt. Poulos came in and said hold everything, we're 
not going today.  Was put on guard tonight in Falconi's place.  Hoetic came in and said we 
definately are leaving tomorrow.  Will wait and see.  Went to the club after guard and had 
two ice creams and a red wine.  Back to the room at 10 P.M.  Wrote Al and now for an hour 
or so slept till guard again at 1 A.M. 
 
March 8, 1946 - Came off guard at 9 A.M. wrote to mother and then fooled around till 
dinner time.  No noon chow since the kitchen is gone.  Came off guard at 3 P.M. and then 
had to move my things to S-1, 2, 3 and 4 billets.  Still no evening chow.  Spent the night on 
guard again. 
 
March 9, 1946 - Tamber - Bad Mergentheim - Finally got some chow this A.M.  2 eggs and 
a piece of grapefruit.  Spent the day on guard again.  Had a little chow at noon but was 
very poor.  Just finished packing again in hopes of getting moved tonight.  Got my pictures 
today and they're not bad.  Ate a little chow down at transportation house tonight.  Went 
on guard at 6:30 and finally got relieved at 8:30.  Loaded my clothes, etc. and came to 
Mergentheim.  Got in through Holetic's room as ours was locked.  Went to bed in a very 
cold room at 11 P.M. 
 

 
Creery’s House 

 
March 10, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Got up at 11:30 A.M. then went to chow at 12 P.M.  
Really is a nice pace here.  So far no heat but should get some soon.  Am in room 205 with 
Bingham from Chicago now.  Went to the show and saw "What's Next Cpl Hargrove," then 
Holley and I went up to the Red Cross and played ping-pong.  Back and ate chow and heard 
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that Gen. Harmon is to be here tomorrow.  Went to the Snack Bar with Holletich and 
Gabriel but had nothing good to eat.  Back to a cold room, wrote Al and went to bed at 10 
P.M. 

 
Tennis – Anglace 
Holletiech - Creery 
 
March 11, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 6:30 ate chow and then cleaned up the room.  
Fell out in formation and marched up to the theatre where we heard a talk by Gen Harmon.  
Went down to the shop in the afternoon and got all tank parts ready to turn in.  Ate chow 
and then played ping-pong with "Holley".  Mail came in but was very little of it and none for 
me.  Down to the "Snack Bar" had ice-cream and cocoa and then back to the room at 9:30.  
Wrote "Tommy" and then to bed. 
 

 
 

The Mess Hall 
 

March 12, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time, ate chow and then worked in 
the shop all morning.  Took a jeep this P.M. and went to Bucher and then on to Manheim in 
search of our wrecker.  Took the camera along and got some pictures on the way up.  Got 
back at 7 P.M.  Went to the "Snack Bar" and ate supper.  Then to the room to wash up and 
shave and then wrote Al.  No mail today as the mail truck didn't make the trip. 
 
March 13, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 6:30 ate chow and then went down to the 
shop and loaded the trucks with tank parts and salvage.  Took off for Manheim at 9:30 and 
arrived at 123rd Ord at 12:30.  Unloaded and started back at 3 P.M.  Arrived here at 6 
P.M., washed up and went to the "Snack Bar" for chow.  Took several pictures on the trip 
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today.  No mail as yet but maybe in the A.M.  I hope.  Going to bed now at 10 P.M. for I'm 
plenty tired.  John talks about Ord. throughout this writing – Ord. is the Ordnance Depot. 
 

     
 Sq. Maintenance Shop                         The Shop                     Creery in “The Wizzard” 
 
 
March 14, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time, ate chow and then went to 
work.  Bingham on guard so only Poulos and I were there.  Took a truck load of junk parts 
out to a bomb crater and got rid of it this P.M.  Johnny went to school so was there by 
myself.  Locked up about 4:30 came back to the room, washed, shaved and then ate chow.  
Got our rations today but was lousy, all gum drops.  Wrote Mother and Al.  Got two letters 
from Al this A.M.  Went to bed at 10:30 P.M. 
 
March 15, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time, had chow and went down to 
the shop.  Cleaned up inside this A.M. and took another load of scrap out to the bomb 
crater.  Hauled three trailers up to the motor pool this P.M. and quit work at 3:30.  Came 
back to the room, cleaned up and stood retreat at 4:30.  Ate chow, cleaned up the room 
for tomorrow's inspection and then wrote Al.  Went over to the club and had three 
whiskeys and 3 beers and then back to the room and to bed.  Darn cold as no fire all day. 
 
March 16, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time, ate chow and then went down 
to the shop by myself so got out of inspection.  Started a letter to Al on the typewriter 
but had to finish it back at the room.  Fell out for formation after noon chow and got 
ourselves a nice rug for the room.  Got seven letters from Al and one from Mother.  Went 
to the club and had a few beers but was too cold for me.  Saw "Res" Rapp and talked to him 
for awhile.  He's acting first sergeant at CCA.  Went to bed about 11 P.M. in a very cold 
room. 
 



The Diary of John Creery - 1946 

8 
© Clark Creery 2003 

   
 

                              Enlisted Club                           Park and Enlisted Club 
 
March 17, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Got up at 11 A.M. ate noon chow and then went to 
the show at 1:30.  Saw "Along Came Jones" with Gary Cooper.  After the show I finished 
my last roll of film as the sun was out and it was a very nice day.  A little cold but not too 
bad.  Had chow and then wrote Mother.  Went down to the Snack Bar and had a plate lunch 
and then went to the club for awhile.  Still cold there so came back and am now going to 
bed at 10:30.  No mail today. 
 
March 18, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Arose at the usual time, had chow and then we were 
told there would be an inspection at 8:30 by Lt. Payne and then one at 9 A.M. by the 
Colonel.  Stood inspection and then went to work.  Wasn't watching the time and didn't 
quit till 12 A.M.  Went back for chow and got my rolls of pictures this P.M.  After eve chow 
wrote Al and mailed Helen's B-day card.  Went to the "Snack Bar" ate two ice creams and 
then back to the room and read before going to bed.  No mail today. 
 
March 19, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time, ate chow and then went to 
work.  Changed into Class A after noon chow and fell out for formation at 2:30.  Marched 
up to the theatre and there we were addressed by the head of the M.G. of Mergentheim.  
After that Bingham and I walked around town till chow time.  Went to the show tonight 
and saw "Capt Eddie".  Down to the snack bar for a sandwich and then to the club for a few 
drinks.  Got three letters from Al tonight, one telling of Clark going to the hospital.  To 
bed at 10:15. 
 
March 20, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time, had chow and at 8 A.M. fell 
out for formation.  Marched up to the Aid Station and there got a tetanus booster shot.  
Worked at the shop the balance of the day re-arranging parts.  Took our half-track up to 
the motor pool as we are getting rid of all of them now.  Got a letter from Al and one from 
"Tommy" this eve.  Wrote Al and Tommy, then went to the Snack Bar and back to the room 
and in bed at 10:30.  Filled out Change of Address Forms today. 
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March 21, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Went to the shop this morning and started getting 
the tools ready to turn in.  Came back for noon chow and saw that there was to be a 
formation at 2:30.  Fooled around the room and when we went out at 2:30 we were told 
that the formation was at 1:30.  Bingham and I walked around town and each bought a 
cross and chain to send home.  Came back to the room and wrote Al.  Got my laundry back 
this eve and was I glad.  Went to the Snack Bar then to the club and then back to the 
room and to bed. 
 
March 22, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Worked in the shop all day assorting tools and 
making complete sets.  Wrote Mother.  Went to the show and saw "God is my Co-Pilot".  
Then went to the Snack Bar and then to the club for a drink.  Back to the room and in bed 
at 11:00.  No mail today. 
 
March 23, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim -  Up at the usual time but no inspection this morning.  
Went to work and stayed in the shop all morning.  Took a nap in the afternoon, then got up 
took a bath and went to chow.  Went to the show and saw "They Were Expendable" with 
Robert Montgomery and John Wayne.  After the show went to the Snack Bar and then the 
club.  Back to the room and in bed at 11 o'clock.  No mail today. 
 
March 24, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 10:30 fooled around the room and then went 
for early chow.  Am on C.Q. for my first time today.  Wrote Al from the Orderly Room.  
Went to sleep on a cot by the phones at 9:30.  Woke up about every hour as it was darn 
cold in the room.  No mail again today. 
 
March 25, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Got off C.Q. at 8 A.M. then changed clothes and 
went down to the shop to work.  Came back for noon chow and then changed into class A 
and fell out in formation at 12:45.  Marched up to the theatre and were given a talk by the 
Colonel.  Changed back into work clothes and went back to the shop at 2 P.M.  Went to the 
show tonight and saw "Duffy's Tavern", then to the Snack Bar and back to the room and to 
bed.  No mail today. 
 
March 26, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time and worked all morning.  Came 
back to the room at noon and finally got some mail.  6 letters from Al, 1 letter and card 
from Mother, and a knife from Tommy.  Worked this P.M. then after chow wrote to Al and 
Mother.  Went to the Snack Bar and club and then back and in bed at 11 o'clock. 
 
March 27, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Got up at the usual time and went to work.  Moved 
the office into the parts room today.  Slipped up to the hardware store this A.M. and was 



The Diary of John Creery - 1946 

10 
© Clark Creery 2003 

very surprised when they gave us 1 day hooks and 3 gut leaders.  Dug some bait this P.M. 
and Bingham and I went fishing.  Neither of us caught anything but we did have fun.  Went 
down to the Snack Bar about 8 o'clock and then back to the room and in bed at 10:30. 
 
March 28, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time and after chow went to work.  
The Krant's brought us in two willow poles today so wrapped guides on them and painted 
them.  Were going fishing right after work but forgot our tackle in the jeeps.  After 
supper wrote Al, Mother and Tommy.  Went to the Snack Bar, then to the club and then 
back to the room and in bed at 11 P.M. 
 

 
Sally and Family 

 
Note:  The local newspaper stated:  “As far as the dog show last week goes, its our opinion that 

Sally and her pups stole the show. Sally is one of the smartest female dogs in the squadron.” 
 
March 29, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Lost track of the days and took Bingham and 
"Heavy's" word for it that today was going to be Saturday.  Couldn't see how I could have 
lost a day but it would be possible.  (This is in relation to his entering this information as 
the 28th in his diary.)  Worked at the shop cleaning up the front driveway.  Borrowed a 
hose from C Troop and, washed it down.  Got a haircut right before chow and went fishing 
for awhile tonite.  No luck, not even a bite.  Went to the Snack Bar, Club and then to bed 
at 10:30.  No mail today.  Smoked my last cigarette this evening and no rations yet. 
 
March 30, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim -  Went to work after chow as we didn't have to 
stand inspection this A.M.  Went fishing this afternoon but didn't even get a bite.  Went 
down to the Snack Bar and then to the club as everything was free.  Back to the room at 11 
P.M. and went to bed.  Was called out at 12:15 for fire squad formation.  Blevins, Gibson, 
and I were on time but Chuck was late and Stephens didn't even show up.  Wicker was C.Q. 
and didn't make bed check so we were all chewed by the C.O.  We are to be busted but 
maybe we won't be.  Was issued a 45 today and had to clean it up.  Two letters from Al 
today. 
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March 31, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Got up at 9:15 this morning and received 15 
packages of cigarettes as a gift from the Red Cross to hold us till we do get rations.  Went 
fishing till noon but didn't get a thing.  Bingham left this A.M. for Const. School.  Went to 
the show this afternoon and saw "Bedside Manner".  After chow went fishing for an hour 
and then went to the show again and saw "Because of Him".  Went to the Snack Bar and 
then back to the room and wrote Mother and Al.  Went to bed at 11:45. 
 
April 1, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time, ate chow and then fell out in 
formation at 7:45.  Marched to the drill field and then had close order drill for an hour.  
Marched back to the theatre and then to the billets and we were dismissed.  Went to work 
then till noon.  Went to work after getting paid about 1 P.M.  Worked till 2:45 then 
changed clothes and had a 2 hour class on the 45.  Ate chow and then stood reville at 5:45 
and then went to the club at 6:30 to prepare for a program put on by the Colonel.  Got out 
of there at 8 P.M. then went to the Snack Bar and then back to the room.  Wrote Al and 
went to bed at 10 P.M. 
 
April 2, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 6:30 ate chow and fell out in formation at 7:45.  
Marched over to the theatre and there joined the other troops.  Did double-time from 
there down to the parade grounds and didn't like it a bit.  Did a few exercises and then 
had several demonstrations on Judo.  Marched back to the billets, changed clothes and 
went to work.  Took my "civie" shoes to have heels put on them today.  After chow went to 
the show and saw "The Crimson Canary" then to the Snack Bar and Club.  In bed at 11 P.M. 
 
April 3, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time and fell out in formation at 7:45.  
Had one hour of exercises and close order drill then went to work.  Worked till 2:45 P.M. 
and then had another formation in fatigues.  Only 8 turned out in Hq. So we played volley-
ball.  Ate chow and was going up to get my rations when met "Shorty and Falcon".  Helped 
him get his things from the supply room and get straightened up in the room.  Went to the 
Snack Bar and club and then back to the room and in bed. 
 
April 4, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 6:20, ate chow and then fell out in formation at 
7:45.  Marched down to the drill field and had exercises and then Judo training.  Went to 
work at 9:30 and started making out parts requisitions.  Roberto brought my shoes down 
this A.M.  Made out more requisitions this P.M. and am to go for parts in the morning.  Ate 
chow and wrote to Al then went to the show and saw "Abiline Town".  Got my pictures to-
day and sent them home too.  Went to the snack bar and club and to bed at 11:30.  5 
letters from Al. 
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April 5, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 6:30 and after chow went to shop and loaded up 
the trucks.  Pulled out of here about 8:30 A.M. and got in Esslinger at 11:30.  Didn't get 
many parts and had to bring all the salvage back along.  Got a late chow at 5:45 P.M. and 
then went up to see "Johnny".  He gave me an easy chair, a night stand, and a straight 
chair with a padded cushion seat.  Found that "Sally" had 5 pups and had them hidden in 
the attic of this building.  Brought them down to the room and fed her.  Went to the snack 
bar and wrote Al.  1 letter from Al, 1 letter from mother. 
 
April 6, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Got up at 7:15, ate chow and then heard that there 
would be no parade due to rain.  Wrote mother and then ate chow.  Got 2 letters from Al 
after chow.  Made another haul on furniture and got a prima writing table, 2 cushioned 
seat chairs with arms, and a night stand for "Shorty".  Johnny wants the brown dog and 
Berry wants the white one so I am going to keep the black bitch.  Took a walk around town 
and bought 2 dolls and some post cards.  After chow went to the club and then to bed at 
11:30 P.M. 
 
April 7, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 10:30 and fooled around till chow time.  Took a 
walk in the afternoon, ate chow and then went to the show.  Saw "Strange Affair's of 
Uncle Harry" but didn't care much for it.  Stopped in the snack bar and then back to the 
room and to bed at 10:30 P.M. 
 
April 8, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 6:30 A.M. ate chow and then fellout at 7:45.  
Marched down to the drill field and had close order drill for an hour.  Changed clothes and 
went to work.  Johnny went to Heilbrunn today.  Worked this afternoon and after chow 
had my portrait sketched by a "Kraut".  Fell out in formation at 6:45 and marched to the 
club where we were addressed by the Colonel.  After that went to the Snack Bar then 
received and read 7 letters from Al.  Mar. 26,27,28,29,30,31 and April 1st.  Also received 
fish hooks and leader.  Went to bed at 10:15 P.M. 
 
   This is that sketch done by the Kraut!                                                
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April 9, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 6:30 and stood reville at 6:45.  Ate chow and 
then had our usual 7:45 formation.  Marched to the drill field and had one hour of physical 
training and Judo.  Went to work till noon.  Supposed to have review at 2:30 P.M. so didn't 
go back to work.  Holletich got back today.  Fell out and had the review and got back about 
4 P.M.  Ate chow and finished a letter to Al while Falcone and "Holley" had their portraits 
sketched.  Went to the show and saw "That Night with Her", then went to the snack bar 
and club and to bed at 10:30 P.M. 
 
April 10, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time and then had reville, chow, and 
then one hour close order drill.  Loaded the trucks and took off for Weckarshelm at 10 
A.M.  Got rid of the salvage at Heilbronn but couldn't get any parts as they all have 
Wednesday afternoon off.  Got back to the billets at 6:30 P.M. so cleaned up and then 
Johnny said to go to his room and get my rations.  Did that then went to the Snack Bar for 
chow.  Came back to the room and was so cold I went to bed.  Received Christmas package 
from mother. 
 
April 11, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 6:30 and stood reville.  Ate chow and then got 
the trucks and started out.  Went to Weckarsuln and picked up some parts.  Then went to 
Esslinger bud did no good there.  Got back at 7:30 P.M., changed clothes and went to the 
snack bar for some chow.  Then went to the club and after that got a letter from Al of 
April 2nd.  Read it and then went to bed at 11 P.M. 
 
April 12, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Got up at the usual time and fell out for reville and 
then ate chow.  Went on sick-call with "Holley" and got some nose drops.  Didn't go to the 
shop as was too late.  Worked in the afternoon unloading the truck.  Went to the show 
with "Shorty" and saw "The Sailor Takes a Wife".  Went to the snack bar and club then 
back to the room and in bed at 11 P.M.  Wrote Al this A.M. after coming from sick call. 
 
April 13, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time and after chow fell out in 
formation and had one hour close order drill.  Came back to the room, straightened it up 
for inspection, then went to work till noon.  Took "Sally" and the pups to the dog show and 
saw a German S. S. dog put through his paces.  "Sally" won a prize for the most obedient 
dog.  And the pups won a prize for the smallest.  Got two Easter cards from Al and one 
from Clark. 
 
April 14, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at 11:30 ate chow and then took "Sally" and the 
pups out on the lawn.  Read out there till chow time.  Went to the shop and got a fan belf 
and "Holly" and I put it on the generator at the movies.  Cleaned up and went to the snack 
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bar and then to the club.  Back to the room and in bed at 10:30 P.M.  Wrote mother 
tonight. 
 
April 15, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time, ate chow and then had one hour 
of close order drill.  Went to the shop and moved the office back where it was.  Set up an 
office for myself and moved some of the parts around.  I spent the afternoon getting the 
place ready for inspection by General Harmon.  After chow, "Shorty", "Holley" and I 
walked around town and then went to the snack bar.  Back to the room, wrote Al and went 
to bed. 
 
April 16, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time and after chow straightened out 
the room for inspection.  Then went to work and waited for the General to show up but he 
never did.  Typed out a lot of requisitions and got them ready.  "Holley", Falcon, and I went 
to the snack bar after chow and then went to the club.  Stopped in the Orderly Room and 
received a box from Mother, a letter from each Mother, Al, and Tommy and some more 
hooks and flies.  Read and then went to bed at 11:30. 
 
April 17, 1946 - Bad Mergentheim -  Up at the usual time and again got ready for an 
inspection by General Harmon.  Went to work and typed some more requisitions.  The 
General didn't stop at the shop but Colonel Harris was there for about ten minutes.  Went 
back to the shop after chow and moved the welding shop.  Got our blouses and another pair 
of pants today.  Wrote Mother.  Ate chow and then shaved.  Went to the snack bar and 
club with H & J then went to bed at 11 P.M. 
 
April 18, 1946 – Bad Mergentheim – Up at the usual time and went to the shop after 
chow.  Left for Esslinger about 9 A.M.  They wouldn’t accept our old requisition forms.  Got 
back about 5:30 cleaned up and then went to the Snack Bar and Club.  Back to the room 
and in bed at 11 P.M.  They have cut out our close order drill, etc. and now we have to work 
till 4:30 P.M.  No mail today. 
 
April 19, 1946 – Bad Mergentheim – Up at the usual time, ate chow and then went to 
work.  Took a trip to Necharsuln today and did get some parts.  Got back at 5 P.M. ate 
chow and then cleaned up.  Wrote Al then went to the snack bar and club.  Going to bed at 
11 P.M.  Got my new parts back today and they fit good. 
 
April 20, 1946 – Bad Mergentheim – Up at the usual time, had chow and fell out in 
formation at 9 A.M.  Marched to the drill field and there had inspection and a review by 
the Colonel.  This P.M. used the truck to haul tables and chairs down to the shop for the 
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school.  Ate chow, then wrote Tommy.  Went to the snack bar and club.  Back to bed at 11 
P.M.  No mail today. 
 
April 21, 1946 – Bad Mergentheim – Up at 10:30 then fooled around till chow time.  Took 
a walk after chow and then took some pictures and watched a soccer game.  Came back and 
played 4 games of volley-ball.  Went to the snack bar after chow and then to the club.  In 
bed at 11 P.M. 
 
April 22, 1946 – Bad Mergentheim – Up at the usual time and after chow fell out in 
formation.  Marched to the drill field and there had exercises and close order frill for an 
hour.  Went to work and loaded up the truck and started for Kitzinger after chow.  Got 
mixed up and went to Kissinger and then had to come back to Kitzinger.  Got there too late 
so will have to go tomorrow.  Got back at 7 P.M. washed and went to the variety show at 
the movies.  Came back, got 3 letters from Al, read them and am going to bed at 10:30. 
 
April 23, 1946 -  Bad Mergentheim - Up at the usual time and after chow fall out for 15 
minutes of physical training.  Went to the shop, got the truck and went to Kitzingen.  Went 
from there to Nurenberg and then back to Mergentheim at 7:30 P.M.  Ate at the snack 
bar.  Washed up and wrote Al.  Went to bed at 10:30 P.M. Got three letters from Al and 
one from Mother.  Sent Al a $400 Money Order tonight. 
 
April 24, 1946 -  Bad Mergentheim -  Up at the usual time and after chow went to work.  
Got new side boards for on the truck and put the bow’s and tarp on it.  Went back to work 
after chow for awhile and then had a talk on Safety and our Constabulary duties.  Fooled 
around by the horseshoe pits then till chow time.  After chow went to the show and saw 
“Anchors Aweigh.” Then back to the room and to bed.  No mail today. 
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April 25, 1946 -  Bad Mergentheim – Up at 6 A.M.  Ate early chow and then “Holley” and 
I took a peep in a convoy to Heilbroun.  Stopped at Neckardulm and got a split type rear 
end for a G.M.C.  Got back at about 7 P.M. so cleaned up and went to the snack bar for 
chow. Went to the 2nd show and saw “Pillow of Death” with Lon Chaney.  Came back and 
went to bed.  One letter from Al today. 
 
April 26, 1946 -  Bad Mergentheim – Up at the usual time and at 8:30 A.M. went on sick 
call.  Went clear to the hospital in Wurtsburg just to get a mouth wash for my gums.  Got 
back at 4:30, got a haircut and then ate chow.  Wrote Al and Mother.  Got 2 letters from 
Al and a box from Louise.  Got rations today and won a lighter.  Went to bed at 10:30. 
 
April 27, 1946 -  Bad Mergentheim – Up at 6 A.M. and reported to the Orderly Room at 
6:20.  Put on range detail so ate early chow and then went out to the range.  Pulled and 
marked up targets for D troop till noon.  Came back and found out I won a $50.00 watch.  
Bought a $35.00 one from Curtis and he took the other.  Both the same kind of watch but 
this way I don’t lose the money on my currency control book.  Took a walk in the P.M. and 
then I went to the show and saw “Road to Utopia”.  Went to the club and saw a floor show 
and then back to bed at 11 P.M.  No mail today. 
 
April 28, 1946 -  Bad Mergentheim – Up at 11 P.M. then ate chow and took a walk in the 
afternoon.  Wrote Louise and then ate chow.  Took a walk in the eve and then went to the 
club for awhile.  Back to bed at 10:30. 
 
April 29, 1946 -  Bad Mergentheim – Up at the usual time and after chow went down to 
the shop and started packing the truck and getting ready to move.  At noon they told us we 
are not going for a week or so but kept on setting up the parts in the truck anyway.  We’re 
going to leave the cabinets in the truck and use it for a parts room.  Went to bed at 6:30 
for I felt very miserable, sore throat, light headed, and had the chills.  Got 3 letters from 
Al. 
 
April 30, 1946 -  Bad Mergentheim – Up at the usual time and should have gone on sick 
call but I didn’t.  Still have a fever and a sore throat.  Went to work and was told we are 
going to move tomorrow after all.  Loaded the truck and got ready to move.  After chow 
went to the medic’s for some aspirin and had my temp taken.  Had a temp of a little over 
100 but shook the thermometer down to 99 again.  Went to the shop but only stayed there 
about ½ hour.  Back to the room, packed my clothes and went to bed at 7 P.M. 
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May 1, 1946 -  Bad Mergentheim and Fulda -  Went to the shop and fooled around till 10 
A.M. before we started out.  Got on this side of Tamber and had too wait there till the 
others caught up.  Had a few donuts in Wurzburg for noon chow.  Arrived in Fulda at about 
6 P.M.  Found our tent, got cots set-up and finally got to bed about 11 P.M. 
 

 
 
May 2, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 7 A.M. (he had written P.M.) but was awake 
practically all night.  Cold and damp.  Ate chow and then went up to our new shop and 
started cleaning up.  Boy, what a mess.  Pulled the truck in this P.M. and got things 
unloaded so I could get at the parts.  Ate chow, washed, shaved and wrote Al.  Got 3 
letters from Al.  Went up and got a coke and then back to bed at 11 P.M.  Started pouring 
raing about 10 P.M. and got quite cold and windy too. 
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May 3, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6:30 A.M. after a very poor nights sleep.  Put on 
my long Johns last night but still was cold and couldn’t sleep.  Expected to see quite a bit 
of water in the tent this A.M., but there was very little.  Worked in the shop all day 
getting things set-up a little better and made out some requisitions too.  Washed up after 
chow and wrote Mother. 
 

   
 

                                  Tent City                           Creery at Home 
 
May 4, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) -  Up at 6:30 and after chow, went to work.  
Straightened out the shop and unloaded Hq. 29.  Worked around the tent, washed, shaved, 
and then ate chow.  Bingham and I went in town to the Red Cross and then walked around.  
Came back to the tent and went to bed at 10 P.M.  Damn cold.  Received a box from Tommy 
and 3 letters from Al and 1 from Mother with the pin.  Also got a box from Al with 4 rolls 
of film, 3 large bars, writing paper, and a can of candy. 
 
May 5, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 10:30 and after chow took a walk in town.  
Played bingo at the Red Cross but won nothing.  Rained this afternoon and was dark and 
cold all day.  Came back, ate chow and then Falcone got in.  Wrote Mother and Al and sent 
Al the pictures.  Fooled around the tent and went to bed at 10 P.M. 
 
May 6, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had 15 minutes of 
exercise and then ate chow.  Went to work after chow and made out some requisitions.  
Went to Orderly Room after chow and got the dope on how they’re to be made out.  After 
work had to change clothes and stand retreat and then pass in review for the Colonel.  Ate 
chow and then froze till it was time to go to bed at 10 P.M. 
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May 7, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had physical training and 
then ate chow.  Went to work after chow and made out some more requisitions.  Made out 
a vehicle deadline report for the Colonel.  After work, washed up and shaved and then 
stood retreat and passed in review for the Colonel.  Ate chow and went to the show and 
saw “Dangerous partners”, Back to the tent and in bed at 11 P.M. 
 
May 8, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – V.E. Day – Up at 9 A.M. and at 9:30 fell out for a 
parade.  parade was cancelled for awhile so we came back to the tent and then fell out 
again at 10 o’clock.  Had the parade and then ate chow.  Got a haircut after chow and then 
Gingham, Shorty and I walked in town.  Bought two cheap pins and a folder for writing 
paper.  Came back and ate chow and then went to the show.  Back to the tent and in bed at 
11 P.M.  New APO 65.  Wrote “Tommy”. 
 
May 9, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 7:30 A.M. and ate chow late.  Falcone and I and 
about 12 others dug two latrine holes for missing reville.  Went up to the shop at 10 A.M. 
and made out requisitions and moved the parts off the truck.  Washed and shaved and 
stood retreat and then ate chow.  Wrote Al, Got letter from Freddy and 4 letters from Al. 

 
Ambroe and Creery 

 
 
May 10, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) -  Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had P.T. and then ate 
chow.  Went to work and made out some requisitions and then went to the Orderly Room.  



The Diary of John Creery - 1946 

22 
© Clark Creery 2003 

Didn’t get a thing but should on Monday.  Stood retreat and had review after work and 
then ate chow.  Went to the show and saw “Lost Weekend” but had seen it before.  Came 
back to the tent and in bed at 10:30.  Got rations today and got a new pen (Parker $5.75). 
 
May 11, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had P.T. and then ate 
chow.  After chow got the tent ready for inspection but was called with Bingham up to the 
shop.  Went there and worked in O.D.s till 11:30.  Missed inspection and parade.  After 
chow took a shower and fooled around.  Shorty, B, and I went in town after chow.  Came 
back to tent city and went to bed after reading my mail.  Got 4 letters from Al.  4/18, 5/1, 
5/4, 5/5 with pictures and a letter from Tommy with pictures. 
 
May 12, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) -  Up at 10:30 and fooled around till chow time.  
Wrote Al and then took a walk.  Ate chow and then wrote to Tommy.  Went to the show 
and saw “Kitty” and then back to the tent and went to bed at 10:30.  Very cold and cloudy 
all day.  Got letter from Al, 4/30. 
 
May 13, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had P.T. and then ate 
chow.  Went to work and then went to the Orderly Room and actually did get some parts.  
Got back from there at noon time so after chow, started rearranging the stock and getting 
the stockroom up tight.  Stood retreat and then ate chow.  Got 2 letters from Al, 4/21, 
5/3.  Went to the show and saw “Incendiary Blonde” then came back to the tent and went 
to bed at 11 P.M.  Sat on an air compressor during the show. 
 

 
The Shop 
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May 14, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had P.T. and then ate 
chow.  Went to work and made out some requisitions and then went to orderly Room.  Got a 
little sand paper and swiped 3 GMC valves.  Got chewed for using Lt. Steel’s peep even 
after giving me permission.  Colonel’s peep broke down and he had to sit in the rain.  
Straightened up stock in the P.M.  No retreat for it rained all day.  Holley got in this eve.  
Wrote Al then fooled around the tent and went to bed.  Cold, wet, miserable day. 
 
May 15, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had P.T. and then ate 
chow.  Went to work and made out requisitions and straightened up the shop in the A.M.  
Went to the Orderly Room in the afternoon and got a front and rear end and some tires.  
Washed up after work and ate chow.  Didn’t have to stand retreat.  Went to the show and 
saw “Danger Signal”.  Back to the tent and in bed at 10:30.  Damp cold day all day.  
Received 1 letter from Al.  Club opened down town tonight but didn’t go down. 
 

  Falcone and Coon 
 
May 16, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M. and after the usual routine, went to 
work at 8 A.M.  Cleaned up the shop all day for General Harmon is to be here tomorrow.  
Stood retreat and then had 2 dry runs on the parade and review for tomorrow.  Didn’t 
finish till 7 P.M. so got a haircut (short) before going to chow.  Ate chow and then had to 
fall out and police the area.  Fooled around the tent and went to bed at 10 P.M.  One letter 
from Al tonight. 
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General Harmon 

 
May 17, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had P.T. and then ate 
chow.  Went to work after chow and worked till 9:20.  Came back to the tent and then fell 
out at 9:30 for a dry run of the parade.  Ate chow at 11 P.M. then changed clothes and fell 
out at 11:45.  Marched to the parade grounds and there stood at parade rest until the 
General arrived.  Had inspections and a speech then a review.  Back to the tent and slept 
till chow time.  One letter from Al.  Started raining at 6 P.M. again. 
 
May 18, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  Up at the usual time, stood reville, had P.T. and then 
ate chow.  Went to work and stood inspection there.  Went to Ord. and got back at 11:50.  
Ate chow and then got the tent ready for inspection at 3 P.M.  At chow at 5 P.M. and then 
wrote Mother.  One letter from Al.  Walked down town and went to the club for a while.  
Boy what a place. Came back to the tent and went to bed at 12 o’clock. 
 

  Creery 
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May 19, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 10 A.M. and after washing up went to Church 
at 11 o’clock.  Ate chow and then wrote Al.  Red Griffin visited here today.  Got 4 letters 
from Al today.  Went to the show tonight and saw “The Big Sleep”, back to the tent and to 
bed at 10:30. 
 
May 20, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  Up at 5 A.M., ate chow at 6 A.M. and then loaded on 
trucks and went out to the range.  Fired the .45 pistol and scored 6 out of 10.  Got back to 
the area at 10 A.M.  Cleaned the guns and fooled around till chow time.  Went to work and 
was very busy.  Rained so didn’t have to stand retreat.  Ate chow and then went to the 
show and saw “Bells of St. Marys”.  Back to the tent and in bed at 10:30.  No mail today.  
Got rations tonight and broke them down. 
 

 
Jock Strap 

 
May 21, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  Up at 6 A.M., had the usual reville and P.T. and ate 
chow.  made the tent up for inspection and then went to work.  had a dental inspection at 1 
P.M., so didn’t go to work till 2 P.M.  Made out some requisitions and went to Ord at 3:30.  
No parts.  Stood retreat and then ate chow.  No mail today.  Got 28 packs cigs, 21 candy 
bars, 2 cans nuts, 1 can juice, 8 boxes of cookies in rations.  Paid $40.00 for all rations plus 
$30.00 from Holley.  Rations this time included Troop Maintenance. 
 
May 22, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M. and had the usual formation and P.T.  
Ate chow and went to work.  Went to Ord and did get a few parts.  Knocked off work at 
3:30 and didn’t have to stand retreat.  Went to the show and saw “Life with Blondie”.  
Stopped at the snack bar and had a coke and then back to the tent and to bed. Started 
raining at 6:30 and rained all night. 
 
May 23, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at the usual time and after P.T. ate chow and 
went to work.  made out requisitions this A.M. and went to Ord after chow.  Got a few 
parts and a few tubes.  Stood reville and then ate chow.  More rations came in today but 
didn’t win a thing.  Falcone won a footlocker.  $15.00, so he gave me a box he had.  Lots of 
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watches but didn’t win one.  Got some soap, shoe polish, lighter fluid, matches, perfume, 
another pen, razor blades, chewing gum and shaving brush.  $11.25.  2 letters from Al and 
box from Mother today. 
 
May 24, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M. and after reville and P.T. ate chow and 
went to work.  Made out requisitions and after chow went to Ord and took a 1-1/2 ton 
along.  Cleaned the shop up for inspection when I got back.  Cleaned out my duffel bag 
after chow and packed everything in my footlocker.  Went to the show and saw “Vacation 
from Marriage”.  No mail today.  Got 2 more rolls of film today.  Johnny went to Troop 
Maint today.  Was raining when I went to bed at 11 P.M. 
 
May 25, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M. and had reville and P.T. and then ate 
chow.  Went up to the shop and stood inspection there.  Took a ride to Ord at 11 A.M.  Ate 
chow and then took a shower, got a haircut and shave.  Wrote Al.  Got a letter from Al and 
one from Helen and Mother.  Went to the club with Falcone, Holley, Jennis, Steffaneli and 
Brown.  had a few whiskeys and coke and some beer and then came back.  Went to bed at 
12 P.M. 
 

  Review 
 
May 26, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 11 A.M. and ate chow at 12 o’clock.  Took a walk 
this P.M. but it started raining so stopped in a Gasthaus.  Quit raining at 4 P.M. so came 
back and ate chow.  Wrote Mother and then went to the snack bar.  Fooled around there 
and then came back to the tent and went to bed at 10:30.  Started having CQ at the shop 
today. 
 
May 27, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  Up at 6 A.M., stood reville and then had P.T.  After 
chow cleaned up the tent and then went to work.  Made out requisitions in the A.M. and 
then went to Ord. after chow.  Got 28-600X/6 tires and a little other stuff.  Stood 
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retreat and ate chow.  got 4 letters from Al and 2 tank pins.  Went to the show after chow 
and saw Roy Rogers and then went to the snack bar.  Back to the tent and in bed at 11 P.M. 
 

  The EM Club 
 
May 28, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M. and had the usual till chow time.  Went 
to work and cleaned the parts out of the new truck.  Made out requisitions and was pleanty 
busy all morning.  Went to work after chow but left at 2:20 for a formation at 2:30.  Had a 
test on the Trooper’s Handbook and made 100%.  Got a lot of stamps from a kid this 
afternoon – gave him 2 rolls of life savers.  Went to the snack bar and then back to the 
tent and to bed at 10:30. 
 
May 29, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at the usual time and had P.T. and went to work.  
Went to Ord. after chow but couldn’t get any parts because it was Wednesday.  Quit work 
at 3 P.M. and got cleaned up.  Was on CQ at the shop so reported in and then watched the 
ball game.  Bingham took CQ so Falcone, Holley, and I went to the club.  had a few beers 
and some whiskey and coke and then came back to the tent.  Started raining about 
midnight and really put it down all night long. 
 
May 30, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) -  Holiday today so didn’t get up till 9 A.M.  Got 
dressed and then had formation at 9:30.  marched up to the parade grounds and then had a 
parade and review.  Ate chow and then wrote Al.  Took a walk and then went to the club for 
a while.  Back to the tent and in bed at 11:30.  No mail today. 
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  Squadron Command Post 
 
May 31, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M. and got ready for retreat but it was 
cancelled.  Ate chow and then went back to work.  Went to Ord. and picked up my pictures 
on the way.  Stacked tires this P.M. and got ready for inspection tomorrow.  Ate chow then 
shaved and went up to the snack bar.  Helped Falcone in the Armory tent for awhile and 
then wrote Al and went to bed. 
 
June 1, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at 6 A.M. and stood reville and then did double 
time for Curtis.  Ate chow and then went up to the shop.  No one came around to inspect so 
took pictures of the inspections and review.  Ate chow and wrote Helen.  Took a walk and 
took some pictures.  Ate chow and then went to the club for a while.  Back to the tent and 
in bed at 12 o’clock.  Someone raided the tent tonight and took a watch from Falcone and a 
pen from Coon. 
 
June 2, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  Up at 11 A.M. and ate chow at noon.  Fooled around 
the tent and took a walk and then ate chow.  Went down to the club for a while but was 
called back to the tent.  Gibson caught the kid in our tent again so we took him down to his 
home and made a search of the place.  Found Falcone’s watch, Coon’s pen and a lot of other 
things.  Cigs, candy, soap, matches, knives, perfume, etc.  Got back to the tent and in bed 
about mid-night. 
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  Sweet 
 
June 3, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) – Up at the usual time and stood reville and had P.T.  
Ate chow and went to work.  Went to Ord. and did get a few parts. Heard that Lt. Steele 
had broken his arm when he was thrown from a horse.  The Colonel’s wife is to arrive 
tonight.  Stood reville, ate chow and then went to the show and saw “I Ring Door Bells”.  
The whole squadron when out on a road march again tonight.  Went to bed at 10:30.  Got 4 
letters from Al and 1 from Mother.  (Note:  This date has ‘Garland’ written beside it...Al’s 
brother’s name is Garland and this is a note about his birthday.) 
 
June 4, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  No reville this A.M. so slept till 8 o’clock.  Got up, 
then ate chow and went to work.  Made out requisitions and was busy all day.  Wanted to go 
to Ord. but couldn’t get any officer to sign a trip ticket form me.  Steel was around some 
today with his arm in a sling.  Got a kraut to build me a box today so packed it tonight.  Got 
2 letteers from Al today.  Wrote Al.  Latest rumor is that all fathers leave here between 
the 10th and the 17th.  Just a nice rumor I think.  Back acting up again. 
 
June 5, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  Up at the usual time and after reville and chow, went 
to work.  Spent most of the day getting ready for inspection.  Went to Ord. and got a few 
batteries.  Got Steele to sign the certificate so am ready to mail the box to Al.  Quit work 
at 3 P.M. and got a hair cut and shave.  Ate chow and then went to the show.  Saw “They 
Were Expendable” the second time.  Back to the tent and in bed at 10:30.  One letter from 
Al and 1 from Tommy today.  No later rumors. 
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June 6, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  (Maggie and Frank)  Holiday today so slept till 10:30.  
Got up then and fooled around till chow time.  Got a shave and shined shoes after chow.  
Slept till chow time.  Wrote Al and Mother.  Went to the snack bar and then back to the 
tent and in bed at 9:30.  Nothing definite on going home as yet! 
 
June 7, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  Up at 6 A.M. and had reville and P.T.  Ate chow and 
then cleaned up the tent for inspection.  Went up to the shop and watched the parade and 
inspection after chow.  Sewed on a Const. patch at noon.  Went to the show and saw 
“Tarzan and the Leopard Woman”.  Back to the tent and in bed at 10:30.  Got a bottle of 
Cognac today.  No more news on going home. 
 

 
 

 
June 8, 1946 -  Fulda (Tent City) –  Up at 6 A.M. and had reville and P.T. and then ate 
chow.  Went to work and moved the shop office into S-I office.  Ate chow and then spent 
the afternoon moving into the barracks.  Folded up the tent and then ate chow.  Got 
rations and had a go round with Sides.  Stayed in the room and drank some cognac and 
coke, wrote Al, and then went to bed.  No more news but actually looks as if we are going 
home. 
 
June 9, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 10:30 and went up to Church but there wasn’t any.  Ate 
chow and started in town and met Ambroe and Evancho.  Went to the Red Cross then to 
the swimming pool and then to the club.  Back and ate chow and then saw Papier.  Down to 
the room and then Ambrow and Evancho left at 6 P.M.  Fooled around the room, wrote Al 
and then went to the show.  Stopped in the snack bar and then back to bed at 10:30. 
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June 10, 1946 -  Fulda  –  CQ didn’t waken us this morning so slept till 6:30 and didn’t 
make reville.  Ate chow and then went up to the shop.  Sweet and I went to Ord. with a 
truck but today was a holiday for the Krauts.  Rained at noontime.  Fooled around this P.M. 
and didn’t do much work.  Brady got us out after chow to clean up the tents for an 
inspection at 9 P.M.  Went to show but walked out as I got in at the middle and it was good 
anyhow.  Back to the room and shot the bull and then went to bed at 11 P.M.  1 letter from 
Al today. 
 
June 11, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 7:30 and ate chow at 8 o’clock.  No reville as troops 
were out last night.  Went to work and went to Ord.  Got back at noon, ate chow and went 
back this P.M. for a peep.  Didn’t have retreat tonight for it rained.  Ate chow and wrote 
Al.  Went to the show and saw “This Love of Ours”.  Back to the room and in bed at 11 P.M.  
No mail today. 
 
June 12, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 7:15 and missed reville.  Ate chow, straightened up the 
room and went to work.  Went to Ord. this A.M. and back with Sweet again this P.M.  Quit 
work at 3 P.M. and watched a ball game.  Ate chow and got rations.  Won another lighter 
and a scarf $5.00.  Went to the show and saw “Hold That Blond”.  Back to the room, wrote 
Al and went to bed.  2 letters from Al and a card from Mother tonight. 
 
June 13, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 7 A.M. and after chow went to work.  Went to Ord. this 
A.M. and then Holley and I went back again this P.M.  Started raining about 9 A.M. and has 
rained all day.  No retreat tonight.  Didn’t win any P.X. prize.  One letter from Al.  Wrote 
Al and Tommy and I went to bed at 10 P.M.  Troops lining up to go out on road march.  
What a night for that, still raining. 
 
June 14, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 5:30 and fell out in the rain but didn’t have reville.  
Curtis is chicken.  Back in the room and slept till 8 o’clock.  Ate chow and went to work.  
Went to Ord. and got a few tires.  New job today, must break down Deadline Report every 
A.M. now.  Had a Sq. roll call at noon.  Stood retreat and ate chow.  Went to the show and 
saw Abbott and Costello in “In Hollywood”.  Back to the room, shined shoes and got ready 
for inspection.  Went to bed at 11 P.M.  No mail today. 
 
June 15, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had P.T. and then ate chow.  Fixed 
up the room for inspection and then went to the shop.  Waited around for inspecting 
officer, but no one showed up.  Ate chow and watched a ball game.  Bingham and I went in 
town and got tour pictures.  Back to camp and ate chow.  Went to the club with Holley.  
Back to camp at 9:30 and stopped at the snack bar.  In bed at 10:30. 
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June 16, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 11:30 and ate chow at 12.  Started raining so stayed in 
the room and wrote Al.  Slept till chow time and went to the club after chow.  had a few 
beers and came back and went to bed at 11 P.M. 
 
June 17, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had P.T. and then ate chow.  
Cleaned up the room and went to work.  Went to Ord. and brought back 3 vehicles.  Ate 
chow and went to the show and saw “Cluny Brown” and was it lousy.  Back to the room and in 
bed at 11 P.M.  No mail today.  No more news about going home. 

 
Movie Cluny Brown 

 
June 18, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 6 A.M., stood reville, had P.T., ate chow and went to 
work.  Made out requisitions and went to Ord.  Got pictures today.  Went to the club with 
Holley and Sweet.  Back to bed at 11 P.M.  Got 4 letters from Al and 1 from Mother 
tonight. 
 
June 19, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Up at 6 A.M., stood reville and ate chow.  Went to work and 
went to Ord. this A.M.  Turned in clothing at 8 A.M. and got to work at 9:30.  After chow 
made out some requisitions and showed the new man how it was done.  Quit work at 3 P.M. 
and slept till chow time.  Went to the show and saw “The Wife of Monte Christo”.  Got 1 
letter from Al tonight.  Wrote al and went to bed. 
 
June 20, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Awake at 4:15 A.M. and listened to the Louis and Conn fight.  
Up at 7:30, ate chow and went to work.  Took 5 trucks to Ord.  Zimmerman and I went in 
town this P.M. and each got a bottle from Mulligan.  Got my pistol and certificate and P.X. 
card.  Watched retreat, ate chow and wrote Al.  One letter from Al today.  Went to the 
snack bar, back to bed at 10:30 P.M. 
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June 21, 1946 -  Fulda  –  Ate chow and left Fulda at 9:30 A.M. on 1-1/2 Ton Dodge 
trucks.  Arrived at Wetzlar at noon and got on the train.  Left Wetzlar at 2:00 P.M.  Went 
through Giessen at 2:45 P.M. Passed Marbury at 3:30 P.M.  Treysa at 4:45 P.M.  Sold watch 
for $40.00 on the way.  Stopped for chow at midnight after going all day without eating 
anything.  Tried to sleep sitting up but was plenty chilly and didn’t get much.  15 in our 
compartment. 
 
 

   
 

Creery 
 

 
June 22, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Arrived here at 7A.M., unloaded and had a little 
orientation.  Ate chow at 8 A.M. and then shaved and turned in my pistol.  Fooled around 
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till 11:30 and then ate chow.  Filled out clothing form at 2:30.  Ate chow and went to the 
show.  “The Dalton’s Ride Again”.  Back to the hangar and in bed at 10:30. 
 
June 23, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 10:30, shaved and then wrote Al.  Ate chow at 
1:30 and then took a walk and took some pictures of a hospital ship.  Back to the area and 
ate chow at 6:30.  Took a shower and went to the show and saw “Meet Me On Broadway”.  
Cabled Al and Mother today.  In bed at 11 P.M. 
 

  Ready for shipment home 
 
June 24, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 6:30 and ate chow at 8 A.M.  Back to the hangar 
and fooled around till noon when we ate again.  Didn’t do a thing this afternoon so slept till 
chow time.  Went to the stage show after chow and ran across Ken Himmelwright.  Back to 
the hangar, wrote Al and Mother and went to bed. 
 
June 25, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 6:30 and ate chow at 8 A.M.  Had two 1 hour 
classes this A.M. and two this P.M.  Stopped in Special Services afterwards to get out of 
the rain and ran into Brunton.  After chow they called some names out for shipment, but 
mine wasn’t on it.  have to be interviewed yet and get rations so probably won’t leave till Fri 
or Sat.  Wrote Al and then went to the Stage Show.  Back to bed at 11 P.M. 
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  Home 
 
June 26, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 6:30 A.M. and ate chow.  Went to Classification 
and Assignment after chow and then fooled around till noon.  Fell out in chow line at 12 and 
stood there till 12:30.  Came back in and fell out again at 1 P.M.  Back in again at 1:45 and 
finally fell out and ate chow at 2:30.  Went to the movies this P.M. and saw “This is 
America”.  Just came over P.A. system that we’re to draw clothing shortages and be placed 
in packets tonight.  Drew clothing but am still not on orders. 
 
June 27, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 6:30 and ate chow.  Didn’t do a thing this A.M.  
Ate chow and then fooled around this P.M.  Some names were called out but not many.  Ate 
chow and then had to stay around the hangar.  Called out another packet but still not on 
orders.  Went to the Red Cross then to the S.S. lounge and then back to bed at 10:30 P.M. 
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Main Mess Hall in Bremerhaven 

 
June 28, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 6:30 and ate chow at 8 o’clock.  Back to the 
hangar and stayed till noon but nothing new yet.  Ate chow and then came back to the 
hangar and went to bed. have cold and feel miserable.  Went to chow then went to the 
show but didn’t stay.  Came back and went to bed at 10 P.M.  Still not in a packet or on 
orders. 
 
June 29, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 6:30 A.M. and went on sick call after chow.  Got 
some nose drops, A.P.C. pills and salt pills.  No names called this A.M. Out of cigs for 3 days 
now and don’t know when I’ll get any.  Ate chow and did get put in packet E-8546 this P.M. 
Moved into hanger 103 and am now near Ken.  Went to the Red Cross and then to the show.  
Saw “A Walk in the Sun” (again).  Head all stopped up with cold.  Back to bed at midnight. 
 
June 30, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 9:15 washed and went to Church at 10 o’clock.  
Communion service today.  Back to the hangar and wrote Al after chow.  Stayed around the 
hangar this P.M. but nothing was done with us.  Ate chow and then “sweat out” the ice 
cream line one time.  Went to the stage show “Your Date With Music” and then back to the 
hangar at 9:30 and to bed.  Called Al today. 
 
July 1, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  – Up at 6:30 and ate chow.  Was to start processing again 
this A.M. but did nothing.  Ate chow and then we were given a talk by our packet officers.  
9 officers and 220 men in packet E8546-2.  Will turn in pistols and money tomorrow and 
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draw rations Wed. afternoon.  Ate chow and then filled out baggage forms.  Went to Red 
Cross with Ken and drank cocoa.  Sat in front of hangar till 11 P.M. then went to bed.  
 
July 2, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  – Up at 6:30 and ate chow.  Started turning in pistol and 
money about 10 A.M.  Turned in $128.00 and got a receipt for it.  Ate chow and stayed 
around the hangar all afternoon but did nothing.  Ate chow and then went to the Red Cross.  
Walked around for awhile and then came back and went to bed at 10:30. 
 
July 3, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  – Up at 6:30 and ate chow.  Stayed in the hangar all 
morning but did nothing.  Went to the P.X. in the afternoon and drew 1 week’s rations.  
Damn glad to have cigarettes again.  Ate chow and then went to the show.  Back to the 
hangar and in bed at 11 P.M. 
 

  Ken Himmelwright 
 
July 4, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  – Stayed in bed this A.M. till 10:30 as there was nothing 
doing.  Ate chow and then went to the Red Cross with ken.  Walked around and killed time 
till chow time.  Ate chow and then wandered around till show time.  Went to the show and 
saw “Bedlam”  and a stage show “Room Service”.  Back to the hangar and watched the Red 
Cross shoot a few flares.  Went to bed at 11:30. 
 
July 5, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Stayed in bed till 11:30 this A,M.  Got up and ate chow 
then came back and read this P.M.  Ate chow and then Ken and I went to the Red Cross 
Service Club, etc.  Roamed around killing time.  Back to the hangar, read for awhile and 
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went to bed at 10:30.  Getting damn sick of this place.  May have clothing check tomorrow 
so we can leave Sun but I doubt it. 
 

  On the way to the 40 & 8’s 
GI talk for the 48 states. 
 
July 6, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 8:30 and stayed in the hangar till noon.  Ate chow 
and then came back and unpacked my bag for shakedown inspection.  Had short arm parade 
and were told that we are to ship out tomorrow on the “MIT Victory”.  Shaved and then 
ate chow.  Went to the show and saw “The Well Groomed Bride”.  Back to the hangar and in 
bed at 11 P.M. 
 
July 7, 1946 -  Bremerhaven  –  Up at 6:30 and had chow and then packed up.  Fell out at 
8 A.M., loaded in 40 & 8 box-cars and went to the dock.  Boarded the “MIT Victory” about 
10 A.M.  Went to my bunk in the hold and had to stay there till time to eat at 2:30.  Ship 
pulled out about 1:30.  Went on deck for a while after chow and then back to the 
compartment and drew my money $128.00.  Crawled in my bunk around 9 P.M. and then 
heard my name called for K.P.  (Turned clocks back 1 hour tonight.) 
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  MIT Victory 

 
July 8, 1946 -  High Sea  –  Up at 5:30 and went on K.P. on pots and pans and garbage.  
passed New Castle England at 12 noon and Dover around 1 P.M.  Got off K.P. at 2:15 and had 
physical inspection at 3 P.M.  Went back on K.P. till 8 P.M.  Got rations then shaved and 
went on deck for a smoke.  Went to bed at 10 P.M.  Turned clocks back 1 hour tonight. 
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July 9, 1946 -  High Sea  –  Up at 9:30 and went on deck till noon.  Ate chow and then 
stayed on deck all P.M.  Ate chow and went to the show with Ken.  Saw “Tars and Spais” a 
good show.  Went on deck with Ken and stayed till 10 P.M.  Talked to an old seaman up on 
the ship’s bow.  Sea getting a little rough tonight.  In bed at 10:30 P.M.  Turned clocks 
back 1 hour tonight.  Got first edition of paper today. 
 
July 10, 1946 -  High Sea  –  Up at 8:30 and went on sick call for my hand.  Went on 
deck and stayed there till 11 P.M.  Ate chow and then read in my bunk for awhile.  Back up 
on deck till chow time.  Ate chow and then went to the show.  Saw “A Bell for Adanas”.  
Down in the hold and sat around till 10 P.M. and then went to bed.  No time change tonight.  
Sea getting a little rough but not bad. 
 
July 11, 1946 -  High Sea  – Up at 8:30, washed, shaved and then went on deck till after 
inspection.  Ate chow and then read awhile.  Sea rather choppy today.  Ate chow and then 
went to the show and saw “Abilene Town” again.  Went to dispensary and had bandage 
changed and splint bandage put on finger also.  In bed at 10:30 P.M.  Clocks go back 
another hour tonight.  
 

  Aboard ship 
 
July 12, 1946 -  High Sea  – Up at 8:30 and went on sick call at 9 A.M.  Had bandages 
changed and splint taken off.  Ate chow and went back to dispensary to soak my hand.  
Down to my bunk and slept.  Ate chow and went to the show and saw “The Bride Wore 
Boots”.  Back to the bunk and in bed.  Sea pretty rough today.  Feel a little woozy but not 



The Diary of John Creery - 1946 

42 
© Clark Creery 2003 

sick.  Am to be on K.P. again tomorrow.  met a fellow from Cresson tonight.  (Allison)  
Operation for appendix tonight!  
 

 
White Cliffs of Dover 

 
July 13, 1946 -  High Sea  –  Up at 5:30, ate chow and went in vegetable room.  
Transferred to stores room so didn’t have to report till 9 A.M.  Hit the Gulf Stream this 
A.M.  Went to work from 9 till 10:30 then went to dispensary.  Ate chow and worked from 
1 P.M. till 2:30 P.M.  Read till chow time.  Ate chow and had boat drill.  Worked from 6:00 
till 8 P.M.  Very wet from sweat and sea pretty rough as went to bed at 8:30 about half 
sick.  No change in time today. 
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  Company on the High Seas 
 
July 14, 1946 -  High Sea  –  Up at 10 A.M., washed, shaved and ate chow.  Very foggy 
this A.M. and still pretty rough.  Went on deck but started raining so came below and read.  
Ate chow and then went to band concert and then saw the show “The Brides Wore Boots” 
again.  Ken and I sat on deck till 10 P.M and then went to bed.  Getting foggy out again. 
 
July 15, 1946 -  High Sea  – Up at 9 A.M. and went on deck and read till 11 o’clock.  
Foggy this A.M. and radar working again as usual.  Ate chow and went to the dispensary to 
have bandage changed.  Learned there is to be another operation soon.  Going to tap a 
fellow’s lungs who has diphtheria.  Up on deck again and read till chow time.  Ate chow and 
went on deck till the show was over.  Played “Bingo” and won a carton of cigs.  Went to bed 
at 10:30. 
 
July 16, 1946 -  High Sea  – Up at 8 A.M., shaved and went on deck.  Ate chow and got 
my pistol back.  had a short arm and then went on deck.  Took some pictures and watched 
several boats go by.  Ate chow and got into Class “A” and got my bag all packed.  Went on 
deck till 10 P.M.  Then went to bed.  Bought a 35 mm camera for $74.00. 
 
July 17, 1946 -  High Sea & Camp Kilmer – Got up at 5 A.M., washed and went on deck.  
Stayed on deck while coming into New York harbor.  Stopped at pier 15 at 8 A.M. then 
went on post.  Stayed by Fort Wadsworth till noon.  Went back and docked and ate a 
sandwich for chow.  Went to the hold and disembarked at 2:30.  Ferry to train.  Got to 
Kilmer at 7 P.M.  Ate chow at 9:00, drank beer and took a shower and went to bed. 
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  Liberty  
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   NY Pier 
 
July 18, 1946 -  Camp Kilmer  –  Up at 7 A.M. ate chow and stayed in the barracks till 
10:45.  Drew a suit of sun tans.  Called Al.  Ken and I went on ice-cream spree.  Bought 
some gifts and mailed them home.  had a few beers at 6:30 then went to the “Pirate’s Den” 
and drank beer till 10 P.M.  Back to the barracks and in bed. 
 

 
 

July 19, 1946 -  Camp Kilmer and Fort Dix  – Up at 7:30 and waited till 10:50 for 
formation.  Ate chow and moved out at 1:30 P.M. Boarded train at 3 P.M.  Arrived at Dix at 
5 P.M. Ate chow at 7 P.M.  Filled out forms for service record.  Signed affidavit, checked 
service record and weapons.  Stood in clothing line till midnight.  Turned in some clothes 
then was taken to Company 31 barracks.  Drew sheets and blanket and was assigned to 
barracks.  Got to bed at last about 12:30.  
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Camp Kilmer 

 
July 20, 1946 -  Fort Dix  –  Up at &:30, had chow and stayed in the barracks.  Heard 
Commander talk at 10 A.M. then Ken and I went to P.X. Back to barracks and waited all day 
for roster’s to come out.  Not on any today.  Ate chow and went to P.X. and drank beer 
with Ken.  Back to barracks and in bed at 10:30 P.M. 
 
July 21, 1946 -  Fort Dix  –  Up at 10:30 and ate chow.  Waited for rosters to come out 
at 1 P.M.  ken got on but I didn’t.  Read this P.M. then ate chow and more roster’s came out 
at 6 P.M. but still not on any.  Stayed in the barracks and read and went to bed at 10 P.M.  
Better luck tomorrow, I hope! 
 
July 22, 1946 -  Fort Dix  –  Up at 8:30, read till noon.  Ate chow and waited for roster’s 
to come out.  rosters out at 1:45, am on 24-2 as number 37.  Fell out at 2:30 P.M. went up 
to theater and there had orientation on insurance, etc.  Went to the P.X> after chow and 
drank some beer and then went to bed at 10 P.M. 
 
July 23, 1946 -  Fort Dix  –  Up at 6 A.M., ate chow and then were called at &:30.  had a 
talk on reenlisting and then went to Counseling.  Back to the barracks and then ate chow.  
Fell otu at 12:30 and had a physical and there filed a claim on my sciatic neuritis.   Came 
back to the barracks and then fell out at 3:30 and signed my discharge.  Ate chow, bought 
a magazine at the P.X. and read till bed time. 
 
July 24, 1946 -  Fort Dix  –         ->>     HOME 
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